Flournoy, himself, believed that while medical science had clearly debunked the existence of life after death, its investigation of trance mediums such as H6lene Smith had conclusively shown the possibility that exceptional human abilities could be developed within each individual by an appeal to the mythopoetic dimension of inner experience.
It was an idea which, at the time, had a dramatic effect on burgeoning theories about personality and consciousness. In the late 1880s, F W H Myers was the first to broach the possibility that an appeal to this dimension of the patient's subconscious was the locus of healing. William James, Flournoy's close friend, made a similar claim in The varieties of religious experience (1902), where he called for scientists to embark on constructing a cross-cultural psychology of the subconscious. In the context of the climate created by psychoanalysts and by even more vocal critics in the reductionistic sciences in the twentieth century, all of whom were hostile to the cultivation of religious experience, C G Jung of Zurich was the only figure of international prominence in psychiatry to keep the possibility of a transcendent dimension to personality alive as a dynamic formulation in his psychology.
Today, the closest analogy that we have to the ferment going on back then is to be found in the various humanistic implications emerging from the neuroscience revolution. One hundred years ago, Flournoy's subject Helene was studied because her automatic verbal productions were so complete that they were thought by linguists at the time to be a perfect model for understanding the generation of natural language. Today ', Neuroscience, 1984, 11: 991. 
